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Due to the number of members in the region, there is no elected Regional Executive Committee for North America. Instead, representatives from the IBE member associations meet informally and communicate largely through email.  There are currently 3 full members:  Canada, Jamaica and the USA and 2 associate members.  To date we have not partnered to create a specific IBE initiative.  We are however committed to the following priorities:
· Continued professional development opportunities and partnerships with the American Epilepsy Society and the Canadian League against Epilepsy.  In Canada we are combining our annual national meeting with the Canadian League against Epilepsy.  
· Continued outreach to recruit North American members for IBE.

· Continued funding for Promising Strategies.
· “Talk About It” Campaign – Epilepsy Foundation of America will launch this awareness campaign on March 26
· Police/EMT Training Program – Epilepsy Foundation of America

· Senior Science Teaching Unit – Canadian Epilepsy Alliance: 
A team of neurologists, teachers and university students have been writing and pilot testing a teaching unit for senior science biology students for the past three years. The complete interactive unit can be taught in 180 minutes. The unit includes seizure videos, cell biology animation, career links, labs and case studies.  The goal of the unit is to introduce epilepsy as a career choice to future health scientists.  The teacher text and DVD will be published in June 2009 in Canada and will be available in the United States in September 2009.  Single copies will be available for free to any IBE member.  For more information you can contact Dr. Suzanne Nurse at education@epilepsysupport.ca









