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ON THE SIDE OF PEOPLE IN NEED

The Caritas (Malta) Epilepsy Association was set up in 1996, in order to help people who have the condition and their families.  
It is estimated that in the Maltese Islands there are over three thousand persons who have epilepsy.  At the moment the 
association has about 235 members of whom 160 have the condition themselves.

The mission of the association is to improve the quality of life for people with 
epilepsy. 

The association’s aims and ideals are:

To promote public awareness and education about epilepsy and the needs 1. 
of people who have the condition. 
To improve the public image of the person with epilepsy. 2. 
To enhance the self-image, self-confidence and self-reliance of people 3. 
with epilepsy. 
To stifle local discrimination of people with epilepsy and minimise the 4. 
social consequences brought about by epilepsy. 
To counsel and educate persons with epilepsy and their families or their 5. 
legal guardian/s on coming to terms with and adapting to the condition.
To present the interests, rights, needs, grievances and problems of persons 6. 
with epilepsy to the notice of policy makers.
To promote the exchange of information with other organisations. 7. 
To co-ordinate with other persons wishing to form other organisations 8. 
for the welfare of persons with epilepsy and/or Caritas (Malta) Epilepsy 
Association their families or their legal guardians.
To encourage and promote research.9. 

All these aims are achieved through the association’s activities: 

Talks and interviews on local radio, TV stations and daily papers.  l
Press releases on local newspapers.  l
Printing and distribution of leaflets on various aspects of epilepsy in schools, hospitals and clinics. l
A one hour video film about epilepsy in Maltese, describing the various types of seizures, medication and local experiences.  l
This video is being shown in schools and sold to various organisations. 
Various meetings with the Health Authorities, Ministries of Health and Social Policy regarding improvements at Mater Dei  l
Hospital with respect to equipment and service and also for  the keeping of a register for statistical purposes in order to 
know better the number of persons with the condition.
Membership with IBE and local Federation of Organisations for Persons with a Disability. l
Frequent committee meetings and monthly group meetings.  l
Fund raising activities.  l
Participation in EYiE activities and attendance at international conferences.  l
Setting up a youth branch within the organisation.  l
Choosing the 14th February as the National Epilepsy Day.  l
Printing and distribution of leaflets on various aspects of epilepsy in schools, hospitals and clinics. l
National Epilepsy Conference inaugurated by His Excellency the president of Malta Prof Guido de Marco on the 3rd November  l
2001, with Mr Philip Lee and Ms Hilary Mounfield as special guest speakers.   
National Epilepsy Conference inaugurated by His Excellency the president of Malta Profs Guido de Marco on the 2nd February  l
2003 with Mr John Bowis and Mr John Chaplin as special guest speakers.
Hosted IBE 9th European Conference on Epilepsy ‘Focus on Change’ at the March 2004  l
Co-ordinator of EU Grundtvig funded project: Curriculum development for PAMs in epilepsy l
National Epilepsy Conference February 2008 with Prof Martin Brodie and Dr Greg Rogers as special speakers l
Organization of inservice training courses for teachers and learning support assistants in conjunction with Ministry of  l
Education.
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INTO THE FOLLOWING:Individual Members: 70

 

l

Freelancers or Supporters: 100

 

l

People with Epilepsy & Families: 950

 

l

Affiliated Organizations (Ngos/Cbos):.30

 

l

Corporate Network: 40

 

l

Epilepsy Schools Network: 25

 

l�2�!�.�'�%�å�/�&�å�/�0�%�2�!�4�)�/�.Edycs Epilepsy Group is a 

national voluntary organ-

ization created in 1997. It 

is a registered organization 

to the Registrar of Associat-

ions with legal Ngo status 

operated by a voluntary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

board of officers elected 

every four years through 

democratic election.It is presently affiliated to local and international institutions 

including the Mauritius Council of Social Services (Focal 

Institution for Ngos), the United Way Mauritius, the Mental 

Health Federation, the U-Link Disability, the IBE, the National 

Society for Epilepsy U.K., the World Federation for Mental Health 

and the World Association for Ngos.

The organization operates across sectors and receives financial 

grants from the Ngo Trust Fund Ministry of Social Security, 

the CIM Finance Corporate Group and the Municipal Council of 

Port Louis. In addition, many others sponsors contribute in the 

various initiatives all year round. 

The estimated number of epilepsy sufferers in the island is 

30,000. There is a lack of adequate treatment, information and 

services about epilepsy. Epilepsy Sufferers face discriminations 

at all levels in particular in the education and employment 

sectors. �-�)�3�3�)�/�.�å�/�&�å�%�$�9�#�3�å�%�0�)�,�%�0�3�9�å�'�2�/�5�0�å�åEdycs Epilepsy Group aims to promote positive epilepsy care 

attitudes and behaviors in the community and to actively support 

the individuals with epilepsy and their families by identifying 

their needs, advocating their rights and providing them with 

medical and social assistance.KEY OBJECTIVES OF EDYCS EPILEPSY GROUP To promote epilepsy awareness in Mauritius & Rodrigues 

 

l

Islands through public talks, seminars and conferences

To group People with epilepsy, children and adults and 

 

l

provide them with free counseling, medical support, 

education and training and foster human relationships

To establish Epilepsy Health Service Center 

 

l

To visit People with epilepsy and their families at home

 

l

To work in close collaboration with NGOs, Government 

 

l

Institutions,  Corporate, CBOs and International Epilepsy 

Bodies

To a

 

l

dvocate in favor of the People with epilepsy in the education and employment sectors

To group Volunteers into a Network to support the 

 

l

organization’s mission

To raise fund for the attainment of the objectives set 

 

l

above�#�/�2�%�å�#�(�!�0�4�%�2�3�åA number of core chapters have been 

established to meet its objectives:Advocacy

 

l

Campaigning

 

l

Fund Raising

 

l

Information Systems

 

l

Medical

 

l

Media

 

l

Membership

 

l

Publications

 

l

Research

 

l

Training

 

l

Volunteers 
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�#�%�.�4�%�2�å�-�!�5�2�)�4�)�5�3�åEdycs Epilepsy Health Service Center is a community based 

center operating under the aegis Edycs Epilepsy Group providing 

free medical treatment, diagnosis assistance, medication and 

counseling to epilepsy sufferers. Dr. Dominique Lam Thuon 

Mine, Neurologist is presently serving as Medical Director on 

a voluntary basis.  Nine hundred and fifty Epilepsy Sufferers 

are registered to the Center.�2�/�$�2�)�'�5�%�3�å�%�0�)�,�%�0�3�9�å�(�%�!�,�4�(�å

�3�%�2�6�)�#�%�å�#�%�.�4�%�2The Rodrigues Epilepsy Health Service Center was officially 

inaugurated on 20 October 2008 by the Honourable S. Bappoo, 

Minister for Social Security, Chief Island Commissioner, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Johnson Roussety, GOSK and R. Gopee, Chairman Ngo Trust 

Fund. The Center aims to provide medical support, counseling 

and training and complementary therapies to individuals with 

epilepsy. The Center is located at Quarters la Ferme and 

 

operates under a tri-partnership agreement involving Edycs 

Epilepsy Group, Association pour le Bien Etre des Rodriguais and the Rodrigues Regional Assembly Commission for Health.���������å�)�.�å�&�/�#�5�3�åStone laying foundation New Epilepsy Center Bell Village 

 

l

Official opening Rodrigues Epilepsy Health Service Center 

 

l

Launching Visitors Program with financial support from 

 

l

British American Investment 

Cheque remittance to Edycs Epilepsy Group by the Bank of 

 

l

Mauritius in collaboration with Barclays 

Launching Epilepsy Educational Action Zone Games 

 

l

Launching Women with epilepsy seminar and community 

 

l

program funded by the MCB Ltd 

Launching Integrated Innovative Actions under the European 

 

l

Union Decentralised Cooperation Program 

Edycs winning the 1st Prize at the 2nd National Ngo Award 

 

l

Program organized by the Ministry of Social Security, Ngo 

Trust Fund and the Macoss �#�/�.�4�!�#�4�å�$�%�4�!�)�,�3EDYCS EPILEPSY GROUP

442 Stateland, Boulevard Rivaltz, 

Port Louis, Republic of Mauritiusphone/fax

 (230) 2131733 – 

(230) 5080904

website

 www.edycsepilepsy.intnet.mu THE CONTACT PERSON TO 

INTERNATIONAL LIAISONYoussouf Noormamode, President e-mail edycs.org@intnet.mu �%�$�9�#�3�å�%�0�)�,�%�0�3�9�å�'�2�/�5�0
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This self-help group was founded in 1991 and affiliated    
to the IBE on 1993. his was de first association in Mexico 
dedicated to the psychosocial problems of Epilepsy, it 
has grown up and has been known in the whole country, 
encouraging other people to found groups with the 
same goal in other cities, like Monterrey, Guadalajara,  
Zacatecas, Aguascalientes, etc. 

The younger groups are mainly directed by people with 
epilepsy, but others are coordinated by neurologists. 
All groups work around the importance of give good 
information about epilepsy and advise patients about how 
to cope the disease, about the new treatments and how 
to use them, always trying to give the right place to their 
treating doctors. 

Since these type of groups have as the main objective to 
improve self-esteem, all need of Psychological support, 
but other needs as education and places to work are 
other secondary objectives to reach. 

In the last years, our group has trying to search an 
approach to other Mexican associations to improve the 
team work, so we have realized two bi-annual congresses 
in different cities where other groups exist and where the 
Mexican Chapter of ILAE congresses have been held. The 
III Congress is scheduled for October of this year. 
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Dear outstanding person,

By using this precious occasion meeting you in Budapest, let me express my 
warmest greetings to all of you on behalf of  Mongolian Epilepsy Association, 
their members, hundreds of person with epilepsy as well as their families.

Mongolia is the country with the vast territories (1.5 million square kilometers) 
and small and widely spread population (about 2.6 million), which has adopted 
in 1990 the democratic governance.

During this process of transition to market oriented economy from the centrally 
planned one, our country’s economy is facing hardships as well as the health 
organization and hospitals. 

Despite these hardships, we – doctors still sincerely continue to do our best for 
the health of our people, overcoming all financial and other constraints. There are 
so many pending issues in our country in regard to health, care and treatment 
of patients with epilepsy as well as their social issues.

International organizations engaged in epilepsy such as ILAE and IBE, their 
management and all employees have granted to our organization and our country 
their selfless and heart full  support in developing in recent years the epilepsy 
care of Mongolia.

In 2007 and 2008 MEA have successfully implemented “Quality of Life 
Program” – Improving public knowledge for epilepsy in Mongolia which supported 
by the Promising Strategies Program of the International Bureau for 
Epilepsy.  

This is why, we’d like to express our utmost gratitude and thanks for this support 
and express our belief that this support and cooperation shall be prospering in 
the future. 

Our sincere wishes for the successful completion of this important event solving 
many important issues.

Let me extend all the best wishes and health to all doctors, experts, employees, 
supporting people and organizations as well as sponsors for their support and 
assistance. 

God bless all people with epilepsy.

Thank you
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SIDE BY SIDE WITH EPILEPTIC PATIENTS IN MOROCCO

Harkani Abdellatif 1 and Kissani Najib 2

Epilepsy still constitutes a serious health problem in Morocco its prevalence 
is estimated at 1.1% (1), the great majority of our epileptic patients have a 
very poor knowledge about epilepsy and most of them resort to unorthodox 
methods especially in rural areas, on the other hand our patients suffer from 
professional and social discriminations. 

The MSAE, an non-lucrative association, was created to promote and improve 
the management of epilepsy, to sensitise patients, their families and all 
persons concerned by epilepsy to eradicate the distort beliefs about epilepsy, 
to collaborate with regional and other national societies involved in epilepsy 
and of course to support patients and their families to overcome all kind of 
material, social and professional difficulties.

Since its creation in November 2001, our society was regional (regional 
league against epilepsy in Marrakech and its countryside), and since 2005, 
it becomes a national society having in charge the coverage of the national 
territory, because of the inexistence of any society implicated in social aspects 
of epilepsy (illustration 1).

Illustration 1: Progression of coverage of national territory since 2001.
Illustration 2: Organizing committee of the last scientific journey.
Illustration 3: The MSAE implicates successfully young doctors, medical 
students and nurses in the organization of social journeys.    
Illustration 4:  Active participation to the last social and scientific journey, June 
the 9th 2007.
Illustration 5: Scientific meeting for general practitioners.

IN SHORT TERM, MSAE will consolidate its main priorities: on one hand, educate and 
inform general public and sensitize epileptic patients and their families; and on the 
other, improving the management of epilepsy in Morocco, especially in cities without 
neurologist with the partnership of general practitioners.

Since December 2006, patient’s cards and brochures were distributed to all adherents; 
and during 2008, posters in Arabic, informing about epilepsy, highlighting bad aspects 
of traditional practices and showing good and bad attitudes.

We will start video projections in public transport and spot TV programs about epilepsy, 
to assure more sensitization concerning epilepsy. 

IN MEAN AND LONG TERM, WE EXPECT MSAP will cover more than 70 of 
Moroccan territory, and will create delegations in other big cities; a bimonthly 
bulletin will be set-up to keep adherents and practitioners updated.

We expect to update the driving licence legislation for epileptic patients. 
MSAP will better collaborate with the Moroccan League against Epilepsy, to 
decentralize epilepsy surgery in Morocco as it remains concentrated only in 
Rabat city.

In the end, we hope to establish good relationship between other neighbouring 
countries, North African, francophone, and especially sub-Saharan countries, 
to share and also to diffuse our experiences.

A-COVERING FAR CITIES WITHOUT NEUROLOGIST BY SPECIALIZED REGULAR 
CONSULTATIONS: Morocco, as the other North African countries, suffers from 
the inequitable repartition of neurologists on the national territory; this situation 
makes difficult the access to specialized consultations for people living in 
small cities and rural areas, especially in southern Morocco (less than 10% of 
neurologists for 30% of Moroccan citizens). 

We started since April 2006 by insuring four monthly specialized consultations 
in cities without neurologists.  In the end this initiative will prevent people from 
expensive displacement to Marrakech. This approach will attenuate on the 
other hand medical demand in the neurology department of Marrakech and 
could assure a better management of neurological diseases in general and 
particularly epilepsy in cities without neurologists.

B-WORKING SIDE BY SIDE WITH GENERAL PRACTITIONERS: because of the 
big number of epileptic patients in Morocco, the small number of specialists 
and the feeble implication of general practitioners in epilepsy management, 
we realize that the best way to improve management of epilepsy is to focus on 
general practitioners, and we established different collaborations with local 
health authorities and pharmaceutical laboratories to cover these regional 
sessions for training and sensitizing general practitioners; In 2008 a regular 
program will be instituted for these meetings. (Illustration 5).

In the end, we hope to generalize our social activities to other cities in Morocco, 
through delegations, and to establish collaboration between our society and 
other societies, especially in African countries.    




