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The Many Faces of Epilepsy
6,000,000 people live with epilepsy in Europe

Edward McMillan Scott, Vice President of the European Parliament will launch the exhibition “The 
Many Faces of Epilepsy” on the evening of the 15 February in the ‘Galerie Sud’ 1st Floor LOW Build-
ing in Strasbourg. The exhibition shows the real life situation for the 6 million people with epilepsy in 
Europe, highlighting the many challenges they face and runs until 17 February.

European Epilepsy Day, an initiative of the International Bureau for Epilepsy (IBE) supported by the 
International League Against Epilepsy (ILAE), to which EU President Jerzy Buzek has sent his message 
of support, was officially launched on 14 February, to coincide with Valentine’s Day; Valentine being the 
patron of epilepsy. 

Representatives from 26 patient epilepsy association in 20 European countries will attend a number 
of events in the EU Parliament in Strasbourg, including a lunch discussion with MEPs on 15 February. 
The events are hosted by Gay Mitchell MEP and supported by the EPP Group. IBE President Mike 
Glynn and ILAE President Nico Moshé will also attend, together with a representative from the World 
Health Organization (WHO), which partners IBE and ILAE in the Global Campaign Against Epilepsy. 

The IBE and ILAE leadership will meet privately with Máire Geoghegan Quinn, Commissioner for 
Research, Innovation and Science and with John Dalli, Commissioner for Health and Public Policy. 
Representatives of epilepsy organisations will have a series of meetings with their national MEPs. 

European Epilepsy Day 2011 aims to highlight that:

• epilepsy still remains a hidden disease due to the stigma attached;

• it is treatable yet 40% of people in Europe with epilepsy do not receive appropriate treatment; 

• lack of treatment imposes a huge financial burden on national health systems; 

• research and legislation remain key issues in improving the quality of life of persons with epilepsy.

IBE President Mike Glynn said: “Epilepsy is more than a medical diagnosis. It is a condition that brings 
with it serious social, economical, physical and psychological consequences for the person receiving 
the diagnosis and for family members and carers. In launching European Epilepsy Day, IBE, supported 
by ILAE plans to bring about real change for the 6 million people with epilepsy living in Europe.”

ILAE President Nico Moshé stated: “It is very important to highlight the fact that epilepsy can be a po-
tentially devastating disorder that can kill. We must bring the attention of the general public, govern-
ments and funding agencies to the plight of people with epilepsy, many of whom suffer from ongoing 
seizures and associated comorbidities including SUDEP (Sudden Unexpected Death in Epilepsy).”

IBE (founded 1961) is an international umbrella organisation of national patient epilepsy associations. 
ILAE (founded 1909) is an international association of healthcare professionals in the area of epilepsy.

Information contact: Ann Little, Executive Director, International Bureau for Epilepsy, 
11 Priory Hall, Blackrock, Co Dublin, Ireland. E: ibedublin@eircom.net. Web: wwwl.ibe-epilepsy.org.
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