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Images: Training of trainers project in Zimbabwe. This project seeks to train doctors so that they train
nurses working in rural communities to manage epilepsy. Report by Taurai Kadzviti in the next issue.

Epilepsy Day

11 February 2019

Purple Day

26 March, 2019

4th African Epilepsy Congress,
Kampala, Uganda

22-24 August 2019

Contents of this
Newsletter
• Youths projects: results
and feedback.
• Advocacy
project
information.
• Epilepsy day.
• Poster for epilepsy day.

About this newsletter: Editorial team: Jacob Mugumbate; Youssouf
Noormamode; Betty Barbara Nsachilwa; Radcliffe Durodami Lisk. Frequency:
Monthly Distribution: Email and other social media. Email contributions
to: ibeafrica@gmail.com. Enjoy your reading!
How to join us:
WhatsApp group for people with epilepsy and significant others:
+260977789042, group for professionals interested in epilepsy:
+260977789042.
Epilepsy
Africa
Facebook
group:
https://www.facebook.com/Epilepsy-Africa-IBE-516237431779015/?fref=ts
Twitter: @EpilepsyAfrica. Email list: We have three email lists – for social
issues, for professionals and for associations. Coming soon, an email list for
advocates/ambassadors! To join your list, send an email to ibeafrica@gmail.com.
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Chairperson & Editor’s message
Welcome to the 11th issue of Epilepsy Africa newsletter. In this newslletter you will find
information about two funding opportunities: The Advocacy Project funded by BAND
Foudnation and the promising Strategies Project funded by the IBE. I urge you to apply
before the deadlines and to ask your AREC team if you have any questions. You will also find
a report from Sierra Leone. The call for session topics for the 4th African Epilepsy Congress
to be held in Kampala, Uganda from 22-24 August 2019 has closed and I am hoping we will
get a good number of presentations from our associations. I want to encourage you to
contribute to this newsletter by sending an email to ibeafrica@gmail.com. Enjoy your
reading. Jacob.

Funded projects: Young people with Epilepsy
Support (YES) project
These are the projects that have received funding in this round.
Country

Applicant/Project leader

Project type and description

Kenya

Eric Ngware Mburu

Awareness

Malawi

Sammy Chigamba

Awareness

Sierra Leone

Jeneba Kabba & group

Training (African Necklaces & Bracelets)

Zimbabwe

L Dube and group

Awareness

Zambia

Rebecca & group

Training (Poultry rearing)

We wish the project leaders and their associations success. Please work with AREC
Secretary Betty to ensure that all information required for payments to be processed is
submitted.

AFRICA EPILEPSY ADVOCACY (AEA) PROJECT
CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST TO IMPLEMENT AN ADVOCACY
PROJECT IN YOUR COUNTRY
Introduction
In 2015, the World Health Organization (WHO) General Assembly passed a landmark epilepsy
resolution known as WHA68.20: Global burden of epilepsy and the need for coordinated action
at the country level to address its health, social and public knowledge implications. This
resolution is tremendously important in that it calls on all member countries to address epilepsy
seriously by developing and implementing national plans of action. Despite this global
declaration, none of the countries in Africa have developed an epilepsy national plan. There has
been no political response nor has there been any financial investments in programs that could
reduce the epilepsy treatment and knowledge gap at the country level. Previous international
agreements like the African Resolution on Epilepsy (2000) were also never adequately
implemented, despite research in some countries, such as Zimbabwe and Senegal, showing that
the costs of managing epilepsy in resource poor settings were quite minimal.
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The Africa Regional Executive Committee (AREC) has secured $65,000.00 from BAND
Foundation for the implementation of projects to advocate for the implemenation of the
Resolution WHA68.20. Initially, five countries will be selected to run the project. This call is
asking for chapters to express an interest in the project by 31 August 2018. Those countries
that show interest will be asked to submit full proposals. The projects are expected to begin this
year and end in 2019.
Project goals
The overarching goal of this proposal is to reduce the epilepsy knowledge and treatment gaps in
Africa. This goal will be achieved by providing IBE chapters in Africa with the tools to develop
and execute country specific national action plans to implement the WHO Epilepsy Resolution
(WHA68.20).
Funding and benefits of participating
For each selected country the project will provide $3600 salary contribution for
Liaison/Advocacy Officer, $600 for workshops, reimbursement for administration costs related
to the project. Advocacy Officers will be trained and mentored and will receive support from a
Project Officer and a Project Steering Committee. The project provides an opportunity for
associations to build capacity of their advocates, build advocacy networks and help their
governments develop action plans.
Eligibility
All chapters of the IBE in Africa.
What to include in the expression of interest?
Write a ONE-PAGE letter on your letterhead using the following headings:
1. Our organization (brief history, vision or mission).
2. Our current programs (include how the WHO Resolution is being implemented in your
country and challenges, if this applies to you).
3. Our current staff (include board/committee/volunteers).
4. Our willingness and capacity to implement an advocacy project.
Email your letter to ibeafrica@gmail.com before 31 August 2018.
What happens next?
After you submit your application, it will be acknowledged. A decision will be communicated by
14 September 2018. Full applications will be due on 28 September 2018. Successful applicants
will start their projects from October 2018

In the next issues of the
newesletter, we will talk about
training project in Zimbabwe,
conference in Cameroon (see
picture) and information about
previous epilepsy congresses in
Africa.
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REPORT FROM SIERRA LEONE
By Max Bangura
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Please contribute to the newsletter
We are calling for chapters, their groups and members to contribute to the newsletter. You could share this
with us: Stories of members showing how they are overcoming epilepsy, Your local newsletter, Questions
and Photographs.

We are on social media, join us today
You are encouraged to join these social media groups, and participate, follow, like posts, and comment
regularly:
•
•
•
•
•

WhatsApp Group for people with epilepsy and significant others: +260977789042
WhatsApp Group for professionals interested in epilepsy: +260977789042
Epilepsy
Africa
Facebook
group:
https://www.facebook.com/Epilepsy-Africa-IBE516237431779015/?fref=ts
Email list: We have three email lists – for social & advocacy issues, for professionals and for
associations. To join your preffered list, send an email to ibeafrica@gmail.com.
Our Twitter account is here tweet to us: @EpilepsyAfrica
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITY
IBE PROMISING STRATEGIES
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