
 

A HISTORY OF 

INITIATIVES TO REDUCE 

THE GLOBAL BURDEN 

OF EPILEPSY 

COLLABORATION AMONG ILAE, IBE AND 
THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 
HAS BEEN A LEADING FORCE IN 
ADDRESSING THE BURDEN OF EPILEPSY 
WORLDWIDE. 

1997 

2004 

2000 

Global Campaign Against Epilepsy 

(GCAE) is formed by ILAE, IBE and 

WHO  1 2   

 

 

The first Regional Reports on 

Epilepsy are produced by the GCAE. 1 
These continue through 2013   

2008 

WHO Mental Health Gap Action 
Programme (mhGAP) launched, with 
epilepsy as a priority condition 

2012 

WHO launches program on reducing 
the epilepsy treatment gap. US 
Institute of Medicine report published: 
Epilepsy Across the Spectrum 

 

Access to essential medicines as a 
right to health   

2000 – 2003: Regional 
Declarations on epilepsy   

   

2005 

WHO/ILAE/IBE Atlas: Epilepsy Care in the 
World  

 

2011 

European Written Declaration on 
Epilepsy. Pan-American Health 

Organization regional strategy and 
action plan on epilepsy. (2011-2021) 

 

2013 

WHO comprehensive mental health 
action plan (2013 – 2020)   

2015 

World Health Assembly resolution on 
the global burden of epilepsy 
Inaugural International Epilepsy Day 

2017 

WHO Atlas for Neurological Disorders, 
2nd Edition 

2018 

WHO country reports on epilepsy 
demonstration projects: Ghana, 
Mozambique, Myanmar, Viet Nam  

2020

2019 

ILAE, IBE and WHO publish “Epilepsy: A 
Public Health Imperative”  

World Health Assembly Epilepsy Side Event 

2021

2022

The WHO's governing body adopts WHA 
73.10, calling for the development of an 
intersectoral global action plan for epilepsy 
and other neurological disorders

WHO's Executive Board approves draft IGAP

Draft WHO 10-year Intersectoral 
Global Action Plan on Epilepsy and 
other Neurological Disorders [IGAP]

https://www.who.int/about/governance/executive-board/executive-board-150th-session
https://www.ibe-epilepsy.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/GAP-final-draft.pdf
https://www.ibe-epilepsy.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/WHA73.10.pdf
https://www.ilae.org/about-ilae/policy-and-advocacy/international-public-policy-activities/global-epilepsy-report-2019
https://www.afro.who.int/sites/default/files/2018-11/WHO-Epilepsy-Ghana_web.pdf
https://ijmhs.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13033-019-0296-5
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/276946/who-epilepsy-myanmar.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TekT9Fpop_U
https://who.int/publications-detail-redirect/atlas-country-resources-for-neurological-disorders
https://www.ilae.org/files/dmfile/WHO-Epilepsy-2015.pdf
https://internationalepilepsyday.org/
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789241506021
https://www.who.int/mental_health/neurology/epilepsy/reducing_treatment_gap/en/
https://www.who.int/mental_health/neurology/epilepsy/reducing_treatment_gap/en/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/22993876/
https://www.seizure-journal.com/article/S1059-1311(11)00295-0/pdf
https://www.seizure-journal.com/article/S1059-1311(11)00295-0/pdf
https://www.who.int/mental_health/neurology/epilepsy/paho_strategy.pdf
https://www.who.int/mental_health/neurology/epilepsy/paho_strategy.pdf
https://www.who.int/teams/mental-health-and-substance-use/mental-health-gap-action-programme
https://www.who.int/teams/mental-health-and-substance-use/mental-health-gap-action-programme
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/43298/9241563036_eng.pdf?sequence=1
https://www.who.int/mental_health/neurology/epilepsy/regional_reports/en/
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/207001/9290610999_eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/78531/ewha5514.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1046/j.1528-1157.43.s.6.15.x#:~:text=The%20Regional%20Declarations%20on%20epilepsy,the%20workers%20in%20the%20field.
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1046/j.1528-1157.43.s.6.15.x#:~:text=The%20Regional%20Declarations%20on%20epilepsy,the%20workers%20in%20the%20field.
https://www.who.int/mental_health/neurology/epilepsy/Press_Release_WHO_48_1997_en.pdf?ua=1
https://www.who.int/mental_health/neurology/epilepsy/Press_Release_WHO_48_1997_en.pdf?ua=1
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1046/j.1528-1157.43.s.6.5.x
https://www.who.int/mental_health/media/en/37.pdf?ua=1



